THE DEATH OF THE MONARCHY
bound to return, but monarchy was not to return with him; the
wealthier classes had triumphed through the action of their more
determined section, which had taken up arms and defeated the
sovereign, and England henceforward was to be more and more
an aristocracy politically, with the name rather than the power
of kingship retained as a symbol of national unity.
The eleven years fall politically into two parts; the first, of
four and a half years, during which power still technically
resided in the remnant of the old Parliament, ended on April 20,
1653, when Cromwell drove out the remains of that belated
institution and openly began a personal rule. The second phase,
of rather more than five years, continues from this date to
Cromwell's own death on September 3, 1658, during which Ms
dislike of responsibility and the business of Government, for
which he felt himself (as he was) unfitted, caused him per-
petually to try to share responsibility with sundry experimental
bodies, which were always breaking down. After Oliver Crom-
well's death there remains a sort of fag-end in which his son
was supposed at first to succeed him, but had little real power,
and which ends by Monk bringing the King back to England.
The First Attempt at Irregular Government. To pro-
vide for some sort of Government after the King's death a
large Council of some forty-one men was appointed, much the
most of whom were chosen from the body which still called
itself the House of Commons—a body which, with certain
renewals and the recall of certain members who had been driven
out, came to a hundred and fifty. It was clear that an oligarchy
would take the reins and continue to try to keep itself in power,
and such a poor ending to their efforts was odious to the rank
and file of the Army and the sincere republicans outside it. The
finest republican figure was Lilburn, who from beginning to end
never compromised upon the full democratic theory. There
were mutinies, one of which in the spring after the King's death
threatened to be serious; bodies of troops had revolted in the
West of England, and another body was marching to join them
from the South. Cromwell showed the greatest energy; he
marched at once from the Cotswolds, covering forty miles a
day, took the mutineers prisoners, and saw to it that three of the
ringleaders.should be shot. When unity and discipline had been
restored he was eager to undertake the reconquest of Ireland: it
was his chief task, and his crimes and excesses in that comitry

